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The new Passat receives five star rating

Top result in the Euro NCAP crash test —
high standard of child safety

Wolfsburg, 23 May 2005 — The new Passat has received five stars for
occupant protection in the Euro NCAP crash test. Following the
Touran, Golf and Touareg, it is therefore the fourth Volkswagen in a
row to be awarded the highest vehicle safety ranking. The
successful model from Wolfsburg also obtained four stars for child
protection, which is the best achievable result to date.

The Euro NCAP crash test proved it: the new Passat provides excellent
protection for big and small alike. This result is thanks to features such as
the extremely robust passenger compartment due to the use of the
strongest, highly resilient steel throughout, which ensures survival
following front and side impact. The new Passat body was therefore 57%
more rigid than in the previous model. The passenger compartment
proved to be so robust in both the Euro NCAP crash test and internal tests
that even the windscreen remained intact. The doors could still be opened
and closed easily following an impact at 64 km/h against a deformable
element fixed to a rigid barrier.

The restraint systems in the Passat also offer maximum protection: it has
six airbags (front, side and curtain airbags) as standard to protect the
occupants. The front airbags are designed as a two-stage system, which
means that they inflate to different degrees according to the force of the
impact in order to reduce the risk of injury. The curtain airbags cover the
window area completely from the A-pillar to the C-pillar, therefore
protecting small and large passengers in both the front and rear seats.
The passenger airbag can also be deactivated so that children can travel
safely in rearward-facing child seats in the front. The new Passat is also
fitted with Isofix fixtures as standard for the optimal securing of child
seats.

Three-point seat belts are fitted as standard for all seats, the outer seats
have belt force limiters and the front seats are also fitted with belt
tensioners (belt tensioners are also available as an option for the rear
seats combined with side airbags). An intelligent seat belt reminder
system reminds the driver and passenger to fasten their seatbelts when
travelling. The restraint systems are complemented by intelligent active
safety components such as ESP as standard and ACC (adaptive cruise
control), available as an option.
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Pedestrian protection was taken into consideration in the design of the
Passat from the beginning. The connection of the wing to the hinges and
the bonnet was optimised to ensure the best possible pedestrian
protection. An additional pedestrian protection cross member and a
deformable foam element in the bumper area reduce the impact force and
the risk of serious leg injuries. As a result of these modifications, the
Passat achieves two stars for pedestrian protection and therefore joins the
leading group in its class.

“The extremely robust passenger compartment, the highly effective
restraint systems and the active and passive safety elements make the
new Passat one of the safest saloons in the world,” said Dr. Torsten
Strutz, Head of Passenger Car Safety Development at Volkswagen. “The
fact that this is the fourth time in a row that one of our models has been
awarded five starts in the Euro NCAP crash test shows that Volkswagen
is setting standards in safety and occupant protection.”

Note:

This information and picture material on the new Passat and the Euro NCAP
crash test can be found in our press database: www.volkswagen-media-
services.com.
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